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McDonald to stay with revised contract
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

By the time WKU officially
announced Monday that Ken
McDonald will continue as
the school’s men’s basketball
coach, the declaration carried
little surprise.
But a bigger twist came
when McDonald himself went
to the podium in a crowded
Diddle Arena media room, admitting his faults and calling
for a push of the “reset button.”
McDonald sat with Athletics Director Ross Bjork as the
latter issued his vote of confidence for the three-year head
coach.
“Ken has shown me a
strong resolve and a laser focus — especially recently —

$100,000

Pay cut in Ken McDonald's revised contract,
which runs through the 2014-2015 season
and has been very proactive
in identifying and admitting to
mistakes that have been made
under his watch,” Bjork said
in an opening statement. “He
recognizes that it’s imperative
that his overall management
style must improve, and we
must end the negative trends.”
The overall theme of Monday’s press conference was
gaining a fresh start.
That includes a revised
four-year contract for McDonald, which calls for a $100,000
pay cut back to his original
2008 base salary of $250,000.

Bjork said McDonald’s
contract will now run through
the 2014-2015 season, and
McDonald will still have the
chance to earn merit-based pay
incentives. Bjork said the contract will be submitted for approval at the Board of Regents
meeting on April 29.
Bjork has been evaluating
McDonald since the Toppers’
season ended with a loss to
North Texas in the semifinals
of the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament last week.
SEE MCDONALD, PAGE 2

just how

RYAN STONE/HERALD

WKU basketball Head Coach Ken McDonald, left, listens as Athletics Director Ross
Bjork announces the university's decision to keep McDonald as head coach after
a tumultuous 16-16 season. McDonald has a 62-38 record in three seasons leading
the Toppers.

Stephens
unopposed
are you? for president

average
The Herald set out to
find the typical WKU
student. Meet freshman
Hannah Scheidegger.

By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

21 percent of WKU
students are from
Warren County
Top 10 Kentucky counties
1) Warren - 4,324
2) Jefferson - 1,378
3)Barren - 1,312
4) Daviess - 965
5) Hardin - 943
6) Logan -682
7) Simpson - 394
8) Allen - 392
9) Monroe - 290
10) Butler - 278

By SPENCER JENKINS
diversions@chherald.com

When Bowling Green freshman Hannah Scheidegger enrolled at WKU, she didn’t know
that she fit the image of the most
common student on the Hill.
White female freshmen from
Warren County majoring in elementary education are the most
common students on WKU’s
campus, according to the 2010
Fact Book.
Scheidegger chose WKU
because of the teaching department. She has been set on a
teaching career since she was
a little girl.
“Since I am from Bowling
Green I wanted to stay closer
to home, and so far I have been
very happy with my decision,”
she said.

Top 10 undergraduate majors
1) Elementary education, 965
2) Nursing-RN training, B.S.N., 667
3) Management, 560
4) Biology, 544
5) Interdisciplinary studies, 526
6) Nursing, A.S., 513
7) Broadcasting, 389
8) Agriculture, 374
9) History, 360
10) Sociology, 358

30 percent of WKU
students are freshmen
other
9 percent
1,520

freshmen
25 percent
4,397

juniors
18 percent
3,255

SEE SGA, PAGE 5

5 percent of students
are elementary
education majors

SEE AVERAGE, PAGE 3

seniors

Billy Stephens was surprised to find out he
was the only student who chose to run to be
next year’s student body president.
Student Government Association elections
will be March 29-30, with votes cast through
TopNet. Candidates can begin their campaigning after an informational meeting on Tuesday.
“I was expecting another
opponent or maybe even
two,” Stephens said. “I got a
call from (current SGA President Colton) Jessie and he
said I was the only one running and I was excited but at
the same time surprised.”
Stephens, the current di- STEPHENS
rector of academic and student affairs, said he
will still campaign so he can inform students
about SGA.
“I’d like to get out there and tell people of
my platform and my goals,” he said. “I don’t
want students not to know about that just because I am the only person running.”

59 percent of WKU
students are female

30 percent
5,254

sophomores

male

18 percent
3,219

40.7percent
8,420

female
59.3 percent
12,292

Information from the 2010
WKU FactBook based on fall
2009 enrollment of 20,712.

WKU close
to fair trade
designation
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

The WKU Americans for Informed Democracy have been working on declaring WKU as a
fair trade university all school year, and it might
be approved within the next week.
Timing couldn’t be better, as WKU is hosting the seventh United Students for Fair Trade
National Convergence conference this weekend.
Charlie Harris, co-founder of WKU AID, said
he would like President Gary Ransdell to sign the
declaration at the conference.
“WKU meets all of the requirements,” Harris
said. “All that is left to do is to officially declare
ourself.”
According to this month’s Staff Council minutes, Harris and his colleagues made a presentation about fair trade to the Staff Council. The
council voted to support the initiative, which will
next be voted upon by the University Senate on
Thursday. The Student Government Association
has already approved the declaration.
SEE TRADE, PAGE 3
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The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit wkuherald.com/calendar

tuesday

wednesday

Summer Sessions Registration Rally
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., Cherry Hall and Grise Hall
Information about summer 2011 courses, with
giveaways including hot chocolate, T-shirts and
pens.
Freshman Academic Expo
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Downing University Center
Student Government Association senate
meeting
5 p.m., DUC 305

Study Abroad Fair
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Garrett Conference Center Ballroom

saturday
Big Red’s Trivia Bowl
7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mass Media and Technology Hall 118
Gamers’ Guild Meeting
4 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC 310
Orchestra Kentucky presents “Disney in
Concert: Tale as Old as Time”
6 p.m., Van Meter Hall
Fair Trade Universities Conference
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Gary Ransdell Hall

Reports
■ George Jones, Pearce-Ford Tower,
reported on Sunday that several items
were stolen from his dorm room. The
value of the theft was $1,056.
■ Laurence McCrobie, Elizabethtown,
reported on Friday that the lock on his
locker in the fine arts center was damaged and his saxophone was stolen. The
value of the theft was $10,005.

Arrests
■ Christopher Heatherly, PFT, was arrested on Saturday after police found
him intoxicated in the ninth floor hallway
of PFT. He was released Sunday on time
served.

friday
2011 Junior Kentucky High School Speech League
State Championship
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in Grise Hall, Cherry Hall and College
High Hall
Speech and debate tournament for elementary and
middle school students.
Solo performance by guest violist Miles Hoffman,
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., fine arts center 189
Baseball vs. Middle Tennessee
6 p.m., Nick Denes Field

thursday
Summer Sessions Registration Rally
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., DUC and Environmental
Sciences and Technology building.
Information about summer 2011 courses, with
giveaways including hot chocolate, T-shirts and
pens.
Library Leprechauns performance
noon to 1 p.m., Helm Library Java City
The band Library Leprechauns will be playing
traditional Celtic music in honor of St. Patrick’s Day.
University Senate meeting
3:45 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Faculty House
Chess Club
6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Faculty House
“Music from the Boulangerie”
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., fine arts center 189
A performance by guest soprano Carole
Blankenship.

CRIME REPORTS

sunday
Fair Trade Universities Conference
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Gary Ransdell Hall
“Jekyll and Hyde: The Carl Nielsen Clarinet
Concerto”
3 p.m. to 5 p.m., fine arts center 189

MCDONALD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

McDonald said those talks, which
included five separate discussions,
were largely about starting over.
“When something isn’t at the level
you want it, you have to pick it up,”
McDonald said. “I’m looking at myself
first and making sure our staff is in
line with me, making sure I set a tone
and making sure the players follow it.
What has gone on right now … is not
acceptable.
“It’s our job to make sure we’re
getting back on track.”
WKU went 16-16 this season,
recording the program’s most losses in
more than a decade.
But McDonald has gone 62-38 in
his three-year tenure, making him one
of just five coaches hired in 2008 that
have won 60 or more games since.
His 62 wins are also second behind
only John Oldham for most victories
by a WKU basketball coach in his first

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

three years.
Bjork said those achievements and
several others played large factors in
retaining McDonald, as well as his
belief that three years is too “small of
a window” to gauge a coaching career.
He said he turned to several
people for advice, including coaches
McDonald worked for as an assistant
and his former players, including
Orlando Mendez-Valdez, Sergio
Kerusch and Steffphon Pettigrew.
“This is a very, very unique
situation,” Bjork said. “We would not
be here today, but for a few unfortunate
personal matters, unnecessary ups
and downs on and off the court, and
if we had won more games. That’s the
bottom line of why we’re here.”
It was also announced Monday that
McDonald’s entire coaching staff will
be retained.
Assistant Coach Ray Harper said
the past week has been tense with so
much uncertainty, but that everyone
can now breathe a sigh of relief.
“It’s been hectic, and I felt for Ken,”

Harper said. “It’s never easy, but I’m
happy it turned out the way it did, and
hoping to move forward and building
on some of the success we’ve had in
the past.”
The Toppers will be young next
year, with the only senior being guard
Kahlil McDonald.
WKU will have just seven returning
scholarship players, but McDonald and
his staff have received letters of intent
from five players in the 2011 class rated
three-star prospects by Rivals.com.
McDonald said he’s confident the
players and coaches in place for next
season are the right ones to take the
program in a “new direction.”
And with a new lease on his coaching
life, McDonald said the Toppers have a
new sense of enthusiasm.
“We’re going to approach this job
like we just got named today to the
coaching job at WKU, and we’re going
to get after it,” he said. “We’re going
to make sure we’re doing everything in
our power to make sure we’re back on
the level we need to be at.”

2010 –2011 CULT UR AL ENHANCE M ENT SERIE S PRE SENT S

AUTHOR OF SEX, DRUGS, AND COCOA PUFFS AND EATING THE DINOSAUR

TUESDAY
MARCH 22
7:30 PM
VAN METER HALL
BOOK SIGNING TO FOLLOW

Klosterman shows us how pop
culture becomes inextricably linked
with our memories, how it shapes
our identity, helps us understand
the world, and what this says about

Music City Star Quest Is Coming!
Singing Competition in Search of
America’s Next Big Star!

us, as individuals and as a society.

Saturday, April 23, 7:00PM
Downing University Center Theater

All events are free and open to students, faculty, staff,
and the general public. For more information, call
270-745-5204 or email cultural.enhancement@wku.edu .
STUDENTS: This event will be swiped into your Student Engagement Activity Transcript or S.E.A.T.

1st Place Receives $1,000.00!
Auditions will be held April, 16
Please Visit www. MusicCityStarQuest.com

Visit wkuherald.com
For more info

CHUCK
KLOSTERMAN

The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA
•
•
•
•
•
The Gordon Ford College
of Business is AACSB
accredited – making your
degree worth more.

Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
Graduate Assistantships ($10,000)
Limited scholarships available
High-quality - applied business courses
Sustainability electives available

Don’t have a business degree?

Requirements Include:

2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT
You can complete our ondemand “Foundational Modules.” with a 3.5 on the written part.
Can’t go fulltime?

The new “Western Kentucky
Connect” Online MBA may be
for you – fulltime are part-time.

Application deadline
March 15.
For More Information
call 270.745.5458,

Website: www.wku.edu/mba Email: mba@wku.edu
1.877.WKU.1MBA (1.877.958.1622)

1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 846-1195

Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Closed on Sunday

Within Walking Distance of Campus
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Friend: Sophomore 'did
everything 100 percent'
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com

Josh Conder will always consider Chase
Keith, a sophomore from Boston, Ky., his
best friend.
“He was always the first one to call if I
needed something,” Conder said. “He was a
good all-around person.”
Keith died at the Medical Center on
March 5 after he was hit by a garbage truck.
Monica Woods, spokesperson for the
Bowling Green Police Department, said the
incident occurred at 3:08 a.m. The driver
said in the report that Keith was wearing
dark clothing, and he didn’t see Keith in
the street until after his vehicle struck him,
Woods said.
The driver said in the report, it appeared
that Keith jumped directly in front of the
vehicle.
Funeral services for Keith were last
Tuesday.
Conder said he and Keith became friends
when they both attended Nelson County
High School together. They were both
members of the National FFA Organization,
and they trapped and hunted together.
Keith and Conder were both involved in
slow-pitch softball as a hobby, Conder said.
“He wasn’t the best by no means,” Conder said. “But when he came in contact with
that ball, he was running hard.”
Conder said that’s the way Keith, a member of FarmHouse, approached every aspect
of his life.
“He did everything 100 percent,” he
said. “He gave it his all.”
New Haven resident Beverly Keith,
Keith’s aunt, also proclaimed Keith as a
hard worker.

He transferred here
and fell in love with
the place, and everyone fell in love with
him."
—CODY GREEN
Holy Cross senior

Beverly Keith said she owned a piece of
property with a lake that Keith loved to visit.
“He would have parties up there, but he
always cleaned up everything,” she said. “He
wasn’t perfect, but he was a dang good kid.”
Beverly Keith said hundreds of people
showed up to Keith’s wake, and some waited
two hours in line just to show their respects.
“It really showed how much everybody
loved him,” she said.
Holy Cross senior Cody Green said he
met Keith through various clubs in high
school, and the two remained friends when
Keith transferred to WKU from St. Catharine College.
“He transferred here and fell in love with
the place, and everyone fell in love with
him,” he said.
Green said Keith would do anything for
anybody, and the attendance at his funeral
was a testament to the amount of people he
truly touched.
“His smile was contagious,” he said.
“You couldn’t be around him and not be in
a good mood.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
WKU signs agreement
with Hopkinsville CC
Students at Hopkinsville Community
College can now have hours transferred
smoothly to WKU.
President Gary Ransdell and James
Selbe, president of HCC, signed a joint admissions agreement Monday.
The agreement allows students from
HCC in the associate’s program to “move
seamlessly” to a bachelor’s degree at WKU,
according to a university press release.
Students will also have access to various
services from both schools, such as academic advising.
Ransdell said in a statement that the partnership boosts higher education in the re-

gion by offering affordable education close
to home.
“This will help ease the transfer process,
allow students to complete a major portion
of their coursework closer to home and
guide them through their academic career
to a bachelor’s degree or beyond,” Ransdell
said in the press release.
WKU also has joint admissions agreements with Owensboro Community and
Technical College, Madisonville Community College and Henderson Community
College, according to the press release.
More than 200 students from these
schools are benefiting from the agreements.
— Elizabeth Beilman

AVERAGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Scheidegger said she didn’t apply to
other schools.
“I thought I wanted to go to UK for a
long time, but during my junior year I decided I wanted to go somewhere a little
smaller and closer to home.” she said.
“And Western fit both of those.”
She plans on staying in Bowling Green
for the rest of her life, she said. Networking
with teachers she knows around the area
will benefit her career.
“I don’t know if it’s that I grew up here
in this town, because I know a lot of people
who hate this town,” she said. “I think you
can make Western as far away or as close
to home as you want it to be.”
She thinks its popularity among females
stems from women not venturing into other realms of academics.
A lot of women use teaching as a “fall
back” major if they like kids and can’t decide what else they want to do, she said.
But she isn’t interested in a “fall back” career.
“In order to be a good teacher you have
to really love teaching,” Scheidegger said.
Sam Evans, dean of the College of
Education and Behavioral Sciences, said
WKU’s roots go back to a teacher’s college. He said it's not surprising elementary
education is one of the more popular majors at WKU.
“If you go back historically, education attracted females, and that just hasn’t
changed,” he said.
Evans said teaching was ideal for many

TRADE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“It’s good to talk to Staff Council and
we are appreciative of their support,” Harris
said. “Hopefully University Senate will go
just as well.”
If University Senate was to approve
the Fair Trade declaration, only Ransdell’s
signature would separate WKU from
becoming the fourth fair trade university in
the country.
Harris said Ransdell signing the
declaration would be “the most exciting
moment for everyone there.”
“It’s a show that the fair trade movement
is building, and people across the country
would know that we are working hard to
implement fair trade,” he said.
The purpose of fair trade certification is
to ensure a living wage, humane working

3

females so they could be with their families
in the summer.
Scheidegger comes from a family of
teachers, including her grandmother, who
influenced her career decision, she said.
Her grandmother’s stories about shaping
kids into smarter individuals inspired her
to teach.
“My grandma has been a very big part
of my life,” she said. “Her job was important and she loved it.”
Ethel Watrous, Scheidegger’s grandmother, earned her master’s degree in elementary education at WKU. She never set
out to influence her granddaughter’s career
decision, but she always talked about the
love she had for her students.
“I think Hannah really has the temperament for teaching,” Watrous said. “To be a
teacher today you really have to have the
stamina.”
Scheidegger’s aunt and uncle also have
teaching histories, Watrous said.
Scheidegger works with special education students in surrounding elementary
schools, including McNeill Elementary
School, she said.
“I love the kids — they are hilarious,”
she said. “Whether it’s elementary or special education, you never know what's going to happen during the day.”
Watrous said there aren’t a lot of people
who like to be around children with disabilities.
No matter what Scheidegger teaches,
she wants to work with little kids, she said.
“I saw how, throughout the year, the
kids progressed,” she said of her volunteer
teaching experience. “You can really make
a difference in their lives.”
conditions, no child labor and environmental
sustainability, according to the resolution.
If approved, WKU will work with dining
facilities, catered events, offices and stores
to make sure that fair trade items are sold.
Harris said all of the groundwork is
complete for the implementation.
“We are still working on individual
commitments from departments and offices,
but we have gotten approval from the
WKU Store and the restaurant and catering
groups,” he said. “It is amazing to know we
have almost reached our goal.”
AID member Molly Kaviar said the
whole group is excited to be nearing the end
of the approval process.
“We have been working all year and we
are so close,” Kaviar said. “(If approved)
we will be seeing more and more fair
trade products across campus to buy and
hopefully more education and media for
people to know what fair trade is.”

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

EVAN MUELLER
Bowling Green
graduate student

"Grad school is like a shot gun blast
to the face. I’m struggling a bit
because I started this semester
and most students started in the
fall. But I trust it’ll get better."

Steaming mad

CARLY LESCINSKI
Floyds Knobs, Ind.
junior

"Professors shouldn’t have tests
right after spring break. I’d prefer
them before or at least give us
a week to readjust. I went to Atlanta for Fat Tuesday and Chicago
to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day —
I’m not quite back yet."

Broken pipe should be fixed quickly

THE ISSUE: The steam flow in
front of Minton Hall will not be fixed
until after spring commencement.
OUR STANCE: Facilities Management should work harder to stop
the steam flow, as it has some negative effects.
For months now, a broken hot
water pipe that carries condensate to
the Central Heating plant has caused
a constant steam flow in front of Minton. Though it is more of a nuisance
than an absolute horror, the steam still
causes problems that should be addressed more aggressively by Facilities Management.
Foremost, with WKU's focus on
branding, it seems that officials would
try harder to ensure a good presentation of the campus. The area affected
by the steam is a hot spot for admissions tours as it showcases Minton
Hall and the Downing University
Center, a key building for all students.
The steam, with its unpleasant odor,
could cause potential students to think

poorly of the campus.
University officials also push for
environmental friendliness. But the
steam is killing the grass that surrounds it. Sure, it’s a small amount
of grass compared to all the lawns on
campus, but it is equally important to
the environment.
Furthermore, administrators revoked the privilege to park on grass
during tailgating, reasoning that cars
damaged the lawns, especially on
rainy days, and made them unpresentable for visitors. They also said
the damage would be too expensive
to risk.
It is boldly hypocritical to give
that reasoning for tailgating, then allow the steam to linger since January.
The steam causes the same problems,
even if on a smaller scale.
Dale Dyer, plant operations manager, said repairs failed because the
pipes are in poor condition. He added
that repairs would take four or more
weeks and be disruptive for pedestri-

ans. But that answer is unacceptable
given that time frames and concern
for the disruption of pedestrian or vehicle traffic hasn't haulted other construction projects, including the new
music hall near the fine arts center.
While some Minton residents
have found a humorous bright side,
using the steam as a backdrop for
their version of Michael Jackson’s
“Thriller” video, others are annoyed.
The Herald encourages the facilities team to find a short-term resolution to appease the hundreds of people who populate that area at all times
of the day, whether they are heading
to eat in DUC, walking to class or
simply enjoying a nice day outside.
After all, it’s not unreasonable for
a student to want to be comfortable
on the campus where they spend so
much time.

TYLER
UNDERWOOD
LaGrange junior

"Students pay up to $580 a
month to live in a space that’s
smaller than some people’s
bathroom. With campus housing
you’re subjected to conditions
that would make a fly cringe.
People should have more respect
when they live with others.”

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Heraldʼs
10-member editorial board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Transition from 'Western'
to 'WKU' misguided
I would like to commend the Herald
for the article “Erasing Western,” which
appeared on the front page of the March
1, 2011 edition. It brings attention to the
ongoing rebranding effort on the part of
the university to do away with anything
referring to the school as Western instead
of WKU.

I feel that this effort is misguided because the university is intentionally trying
to eliminate decades of tradition for the sake
of marketability.
Since its creation in 1906, as the Western
Kentucky State Normal School, “Western”
is a nickname that has been synonymous
with the college, here in Bowling Green and
throughout Kentucky. The school would not
become Western Kentucky University, as
we know it, until 60 years later.

To put it into perspective, legendary
Hilltopper basketball coach E.A. Diddle
never coached for the Toppers as WKU; at
the time of his retirement the school was
still Western Kentucky State College. It
serves as an example of how the “Western”
moniker has been a commonality through
the school’s various stages of evolution.
Do we really want to lose part of that history?
I am not diametrically opposed to the

school going by WKU. I just do not see
the need to make a concerted effort to erase
“Western,” as though it is part of some kind
of shameful past the university is trying to
forget.
I prefer to side with tradition. So, stand
up and cheer — stand up and cheer for dear
old Western!
Austin Klaine
Bowling Green graduate student
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Vote results in Taco Bell near campus
By AARON FRASIER
news@chherald.com

Students can expect a Taco Bell
within walking distance to be opened
near WKU’s campus this fall.
Fugate Enterprises, a company
based out of Wichita, Kan., plans to
start construction on a Taco Bell in
April at 1802 Russellville Road, near
where Burger King recently closed.
The company owns numerous Taco
Bell, Pizza Hut and Sonic restaurants,
and was responsible for conducting the
survey.
From April 1-17, 2010, WKU students had the opportunity to vote between Taco Bell and Pizza Hut to be
built near campus. Taco Bell won and,
after a delay, Fugate Enterprises hopes
to open the restaurant in October.
“There was a Taco Bell license in
town that had the territory tied up, so
we haven’t been able to start,” said
Geoff Graves, senior director of operations for Fugate Enterprises.
Graves said Fugate "will try to connect" the new restaurant to WKU's
campus and students.
Graves said many of Fugate's Pizza
Huts have things in them that relate to

SGA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Executive Vice President
Kendrick Bryan said he was
disappointed there were no
other candidates running for
the position.
“I am a huge fan of
contested elections, but at
least Billy was ambitious
enough to file for the office.”
Bryan will be running
for a third straight term as
executive vice president
and will face Katie
Stillwell, current secretary
of the student senate.
Bryan said he still feels
like there's work he can do
in his position, even after
two terms.
“I can still serve the
student body and still feel
like there is a lot I have to
give,” he said.
Stillwell has been a part
of SGA for two years but
has never served on the
executive branch.
“I have really enjoyed
my time with SGA and I’ve
worked really hard in the
legislative branch,” she said.
“I feel like I can be a big help
on the executive side.”
The Executive Vice
President position is the
only position where more
than one person will be
running. Stillwell said she
and Bryan are great friends
and would remain as such
no matter the results.
“I think Kendrick is
really good competition,”
Stillwell said. “He knows
my strengths and I know
his, so it should be an
enjoyable race.”
Devon
Hilderbrandt,
the current organizational
aid vice chair, is running
unopposed
for
the
Administrative
Vice
President position.
“He is a very capable
candidate, but a school
our size needs to have
more contested elections,”
Bryan said. “But it is a very
demanding office, and he
has the experience to take
it over.”

the school, adding that the corporation
does have standards to what they can
and can’t do.
“We won’t know a lot of the design
until construction starts,” he said.
There are already three Taco Bell
locations in Bowling Green, with the
closest to campus right now at 1166
31-W Bypass.
Cincinnati freshman Laura Fugate
said she thinks Taco Bell's hours are
the restaurant's biggest positive.
“It’s a good thing, and I think we
should have it because campus restaurants aren’t always open,” Fugate said.
“It’s close to campus and convenient.”
Fugate said she will go to the Taco
Bell probably every other week, late
at night with friends, just as many
students do with GADS and Waffle
House.
Owensboro freshman Holley Humphrey said she wishes something other
than a fast food restaurant would be
built close to campus.
“I like their soft drinks, though, so
I would go for that," Humphrey said.
Humphrey said when Burger King
was on Russellville Road, she would
stop and get something to drink before
going home, so she would do that at

It’s a good thing,
and I think we
should have it because campus restaurants aren’t always open. It’s close
to campus and convenient.”"
—LAURA FUGATE
Cincinnati freshman

Taco Bell also.
Fugate doesn’t think other restaurants will be affected by the Taco Bell
being built.
“On-campus restaurants are even
more convenient than the Taco Bell,”
she said.
Humphrey also doesn’t think that
off-campus restaurants would be affected by the Taco Bell.

■ NEWS BRIEF
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Search for enrollment VP extended
Members of the search committee for a new associate
vice president enrollment management position decided
last week to extend the search to April 15.
“We wanted to increase the pool of qualified candidates,” said Bob Owen, vice president of information technology and head of the search committee. “This is not a
terribly unusual thing.”
The search committee had previously chosen two finalists — Patsy Reynolds, director of admissions at Southern
Illinois University Carbondale and Beth Wolfe, director of
recruitment at Marshall University — and was ready to
give a recommendation to the provost.
Owen didn’t elaborate on why the committee did not
recommend either finalist due to confidentiality reasons.
However, Owen did say Reynolds and Wolfe would still
be included in the pool.
“We just wanted to have more candidates to evaluate,”
he said.
The position deals with managing enrollment at the university by working through divisions such as admissions
and financial aid offices and with the prospective students,
said Dale Brown, interim vice president for Enrollment
Management.
Brown replaced Dean Kahler, who now works with the
NAVITAS program at WKU, last April.
Owen said the committee will go through the same process as before in whittling down applicants to finalists. The
process includes a paper screen of candidates’ resumes,
phone interviews and on-site interviews.
— Elizabeth Beilman

Out with the old...

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Greg Piper, installation manager for the FX Group, helps construct a broadcast news set in the Academic Complex that WKU won in
the Ultimate Newscast Makeover in January. Piper gets most of his work done while the students are in their classes. “On a set this
small, I prefer to do it myself,” he said. A set like this would be worth about $35,000.
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HRL conference
tackles gender,
language
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

Students are invited to
step outside the box at the
“Check Your Box” Language and Gender Conference on Friday.
The conference, sponsored by Housing and
Residence Life, aims to
explore language and gender issues that are relevant
to students.
Peggy Crowe, assistant
director of HRL, said in
the past HRL has hosted
two separate conferences,
one for men and one for
women. This year they are
combining the two.
“We decided to encourage cross-gender dialogue
and push students to engage in discussions about
topics that they probably
think about but may not
engage in regularly or on
their own,” she said.
The conference will
take place at 3 p.m. Friday
in Downing University
Center and will be broken
up into four sessions: Gender in the Media, Gender
and Spirituality, Gender
and the Workplace and
Gender and Self-Image.
The sessions will begin at
3:30 p.m. and will be followed by dinner at 7 p.m.
Participants can sign up
for two of the four sessions.
All of the sessions are
presented by WKU faculty
or staff.
Karl Laves, assistant
director for the Counseling
and Testing Center, will be
facilitating the Gender and
Self-Image session.

He said they plan to
talk about reasons people
tend to deny or ignore
their own sense of who
they are in favor of others’
opinions.
“We’re all vulnerable
to not giving ourselves
enough credit,” he said.
“All of us get misled from
time to time on what is important and what isn’t.”
Laves said he hopes
students who attend the
conference will get a better idea of why it is natural
and healthy to not always
be like other people.
Marybeth Burnett, hall
director for Gilbert Hall,
said the presenters are
there to guide conversations and answer any questions the students may
have.
Students must register
to attend the conference
on HRL’s website. Crowe
said so far 75 students
have registered, and everyone who registers will
receive dinner, a T-shirt, a
mug and most importantly,
valuable knowledge.
“As a result of attending
… students will develop
awareness, knowledge and
skills in the area of multiculturalism,” she said.
Burnett
said
HRL
would like to continue
hosting the conference in
the future and eventually
invite students from other
universities as well.
“I hope students will
walk away with a better
understanding of how they
fit into the grand scheme
of things,” she said. “But
also how they fit in here on
Western’s campus.”
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Associate accounting professor Randy Kinnersley passes by a puddle outside of the Academic Complex while
walking to his office in Grise Hall on Monday morning. Bowling Green received some rain Sunday evening, leaving numerous puddles around WKU’s campus.

■ NEWS BRIEFS
PTS hosting photo
contest for next year’s
parking pass
Students may get a chance to see
their photograph on an upcoming
parking permit design by participating in a Parking and Transportation
Services photo contest.
The winning photos will be
used on at least one of 16 different
parking permit categories, according to a university press release.
Any enrolled WKU student is
welcome to enter a maximum of
two photos.
Lori Kostiuk, communications
and advertising specialist for PTS,
said she usually designs the parking permits but wanted to involve
students this year.
“We wanted to open it up to students so they could have an input,”
she said. “It also gives them an op-

portunity to be creative with the
campus and their photography.”
Entries must be submitted in
color and in digital format to the
PTS website by Friday.
All photos must be taken on
WKU-owned property within the
past three years. The four contest
categories are campus landmarks,
scenery/landscape, wildlife and
agriculture/farm.
The photos will be judged
based on “creativity, photographic
quality, and effectiveness in conveying the beauty and/or unique
spirit of Western Kentucky University,” according to the PTS
website.
The judging panel will consist
of professionals in graphic design,
website design, marketing and
public relations.
Kostiuk said the prizes for winners will include gift certificates,

Bluetooth headsets and solar cell
phone chargers.
— Katherine Wade

No WKU members
affected by natural
disasters in Japan
Tom Millington, director of
Study Abroad and Global Learning, said there were no WKU
students in Japan when the record-breaking earthquake and
subsequent tsunami hit Friday.
There are also no known members of the WKU community who
had loved ones affected.
The 8.9 earthquake, which
shook northeastern Japan, was the
most powerful quake ever recorded in Japan, according to The New
York Times.

— Elizabeth Beilman
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CLASSIFIEDS

Melissa Pinguely:
Classifieds Manager

270-745-2653

FOR RENT
Furnished Room
Good neighborhood
utilities included
$250/mo.
Call 781-2987
after 6pm leave message

4 br. apartment adjacent to
WKU campus
call David Sims
at Crye-Leike
270-796-0002

1 Block from WKU
nice 2 and 3 br. apartments
1328 Adams Street
$420-$520/mo
Lease and deposit required
no pets
846-2397

Across from Engineering
Building
nice clean 2 br. apartment nicely
furnished all utilities paid
$675/mo. lease/deposit required
no pets
392-6206

Cozy Cottage fully furnished
all utilities and wireless internet
included. Single occupancy.
No pets. Quiet neighborhood.
rent $350/mo.
Deposit $200
796-8934

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or
claim. Please use caution when answering
ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information The
College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid
classified ads.

HELP WANTED
Umpires Needed
Resume Builder!
Earn Extra money!
While having fun!
270-791-1398

Indian Hills Country Club
hiring bartender and servers.
Apply in person
200 Indian Hills Drive

extended coverage

breaking news

wkuherald.com
additonal stories

photo galleries
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President Ransdell relaxes with tunes from his youth
By NATALIE WEST
diversions@chherald.com

President Gary Ransdell has 109 songs
on his mp3 player.
He said he doesn’t have many opportunities to listen to music,
but when he does have
the time, he said he likes
to listen to relax.
He enjoys songs from
the 60s and 70s that he
listened to when he was
growing up in Louisville and later when he
attended WKU.
RANSDELL
“I use music that
takes me back to an important time,”
Ransdell said.
Most of those songs fall into the early
classics and rock n’ roll genres.
But he likes a few contemporary artists
such as Michael Buble and Faith Hill, he

LIMIT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Junior guard Ken Brown and senior forward Cliff Dixon were dismissed during the
year for violations of academic policy and
team rules, respectively, while freshman
guard Brandon Peters was ruled academically ineligible because of grades on Jan. 1.
Peters is still with the team, but 10 players have been dismissed from or quit the
program during McDonald’s three seasons.
Bjork said he’s put an emphasis during
talks with McDonald on recruiting the right
type of players to WKU, which includes
more four-year players.
“It’s a factor for sure when you retain
a staff because you want the best program
possible,” Bjork said. “The recruiting class
coming in is high-level. It’s energized, and
it has formed a unique bond. “
WKU will also move forward with new
plans to address academics and roster turnover.
Bjork said the academic advisors in the
athletics department have designed a new
academic retention program to make sure
situations like Peters’ don’t happen again.

said. His all-time favorite is Van Morrison, though.
Ransdell said some of his top Morrison
songs are “Tupelo Honey,” “When the
Leaves Come Falling Down” and “Meet
Me in the Indian Summer”.
“They are ballads,” he said. “I like his
style because it’s comfortable.”
Here are some tunes Ransdell said he
enjoys:

Rod Stewart’s version of
“Forever Young” (1988)
Ransdell said this is one of his favorites, and WKU has played it at some of
the commencement ceremonies.
“I like the words, the message,” he said.

The Lovin’ Spoonful’s
“Do You Believe in Magic”
(1965)
“This is one of my favorite songs because I have a lot of high school and college memories tied to it,” Ransdell said.

Louis Armstrong’s “What a
Wonderful World” (1968)
“It makes me happy every time I hear
it,” he said. “It precedes my generation,
but it’s timeless.”

?

What's on
your iPod

Jimmy Buffett’s “A Pirate
Looks at Forty” and “One
Particular Harbor” (1974,
1983)
“It kind of struck me as I was reaching
that milestone a few years ago,” Ransdell
said about the first Buffet song. “He’s a
little bit of a rebel and this song brings
that out in me.”
Ransdell said he likes playing “One
Particular Harbor” to get in the beach
mood when he and his wife, Julie, are on
their way to Destin, Fla.

Chris de Burgh’s “Lady in
Red” (1986)
Though it was a one-hit wonder, Rans-

dell said he likes this song because of the
lyrics and because it reminds him of Julie.

McDonald also said the coaches have
begun trying to build stronger bonds with
the players they recruit so they “know what
they’re getting.”
With several fresh faces coming to campus next year, Assistant Coach Ray Harper
said the opportunity exists to repair WKU’s
image in the eyes of fans.
“We know where we’ve made mistakes,
and we want to move forward,” Harper
said. “You wouldn’t want to be somewhere
where they didn’t care, and there’s no question they care here.”
Knowing the scrutiny won’t subside
anytime soon, McDonald said he’s ready
to embrace the passion fans have for WKU
basketball.
And although he had to sit center-stage
and take the heat Monday, he said he’s looking forward to a clean slate.
“We’re going to take advantage of the
opportunity to keep the support of the people we have and to regain the support of
the people we’ve lost over the past year or
two,” McDonald said. “I know the product
on the floor is going to be a whole lot more
fun to watch and relate with because I know
the character level of the guys returning and
coming in.”

■ NEWS BRIEFS
Program offers rewards
for new business leads
A good business idea could turn
into cash or your own business with the
“Buck$ for Bright Ideas” competition,
which lasts through April 15.
“Buck$ for Bright Ideas” is a publicly
funded program that offers financial rewards for new business ideas, products
and inventions, according to the program’s website.
The competition is designed to encourage innovators to take their ideas for new
businesses, products and inventions and
commercialize them into productive businesses, according to the website.
Winners of the competition can win
free market and patent research, accounting support and other business assistance
in addition to cash prizes of up to $25,000,
according to the website.
All applicants can get free one-on-one
professional assistance for their ideas and
all applications will be held in strict confidence, said Jeff Hook, director of operations for the Central Region Innovation
and Commercialization Center.
There will be an awards banquet on
April 28 at the Central Region ICC for all
participants, according to the website.
Any resident of Warren County or fulltime student at WKU can apply.
The application is available online
at www.bucksforbrightideas.com, and
should be sent to the Central Region Innovation and Commercialization Center
at 2413 Nashville Road, Small Business

Accelerator suite B8.
For more information, visit the website
or call Hook at (270) 901-3490.

Scholar to discuss security
A visiting scholar will discuss next
week how he believes the Internet revolution and the development of nuclear
weapons are related to security problems
both nationally and internationally.
Richard J. Harknett, associate professor of political science at the University of
Cincinnati, will address how these problems should be addressed in his upcoming
presentation “21st Century International
Security: How I Learned to Stop Worrying About the Bomb and Big Brother,” according to a WKU press release.
The lecture is part of a WKU visiting
scholar program and will be on March 22
in the Gary Ransdell Hall auditorium. The
presentation will begin at 7 p.m. and is
free and open to the public.
The lecture will focus on Harknett’s assertion that revolutions have taken place
for both information technology and nuclear weapons, yet a major shift in policy
regarding security hasn’t happened yet,
according to the press release.
Harknett has a doctorate from Johns
Hopkins University, has served as a Fulbright professor at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, Austria, and has completed
policy analysis for the U.S. government
and European governments, according to
the press release.
— Kevin Allen

270-782-0888 •

1922 Russellville Rd.
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The truth about study abroad

By TESSA DUVALL
diversions@chherald.com

It’s been a little more than
two months since I began my
semester abroad at Harlaxton
College in Grantham, England. In these two months,
I’ve been to five new countries, mastered the art of
packing lightly and amassed
some serious study abroad
know-how that I’m now going to share with you.
■ Big cities aren’t scary.
One of the first trips Harlaxton students can take is a
three-night weekend to London. Naturally, the school
briefs us about safety — be
wary of pick-pockets, look
out for your friends and
never go anywhere alone.
These are all good pieces
of advice. However, WKU
gives a similar safety presentation before students depart,
and friends and family always tell you to be safe. The
constant warnings make you
wonder what you’re getting
yourself into, but don’t let it
scare you away from exploring big cities. Just be smart
and use common sense, and
remember that not everyone
is out to mug you.
■ It’s not another America
over here.
Europe is spotted with
McDonald’s and Starbucks
and many people speak
English fluently, but it’s not
America. A lot of students at
Harlaxton end up in Europe
expecting it to be a Westernized place almost identical to
home. At Harlaxton, I spend
most of my time with 177
other American students and
several American professors.
It can be easy to forget that
it isn’t America, as funny as
that may sound. But when I
set foot outside the manor,
I’m back in England where

SMITH
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Jenkins said Smith’s
disappointment could be
chalked up to her competitive nature, calling her an
“outstanding competitor.”
“Sharika has never lost
a championship in her time
here, and I think that’s something she takes pride in,”
Jenkins said.
The NCAA championships marked the end of the
indoor track season, with
WKU’s first outdoor competition taking place on March
26th.
The women’s team took
first place at the Sun Belt
indoor championship, while
the men’s team came away
with a second-place finish.
Jenkins said the teams are

TRIP
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The road trip started with
a 6-3 win over Lipscomb in
Nashville.
WKU then went to the
Baseball at the Beach Tournament in Myrtle Beach,
S.C., where they beat Kansas State in the opener, then
lost to Coastal Carolina and
Pacific.
The Toppers went back
to Nashville the next Tuesday to play No. 2 Vanderbilt, but lost 6-5.
WKU played at the College of Charleston Tournament the weekend of March
4-6.
The Toppers had a win
against New York Tech

TOPS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Despite dropping three
of four games in Louisville,
the Lady Toppers remain
optimistic.
Junior Amanda Walden,
who hit the game-winning
RBI single Sunday to give
WKU the edge against
Michigan, said the team had
something to learn from its
losses.
“I think these games
were good because it was
good to play two good
teams,” she said. “We’re going to learn from our losses
and come out and play
WKU softball like we did
against Michigan.”
WKU struggled in the
early innings defensively

they speak the Queen’s English and drive on the other
— not wrong — side of the
road. There are customs and
traditions that need to be respected when traveling.
■ You’ll miss your cell
phone…
But I promise you’ll survive without it. Unless you
want an outrageous phone
bill, let go of your textingaddiction. By putting your
phone down, you connect
with the people around you
who are from other universities or other countries. No
one at home will forget about
you if you aren’t connected
24/7. Don’t waste all of your
time abroad worrying about
what’s going on at home.
■ Going abroad doesn’t
change you.
There’s a misconception
that study abroad changes
you, as if the moment you
step foot onto foreign soil
you are magically a new and
improved person. False. The
act of simply leaving America doesn’t change you one
bit. With that being said,
you may, and probably will,
change while you’re abroad.
You learn responsibility for
yourself by planning trips
and getting yourself there
and back successfully. You

learn to see things in a new
light by having discussions
with people from other
cultures. Your experiences
shape you and help you
grow, but it takes some effort and a lot of stretching
on your end.
■ Not everyone hates
Americans.
Not even the French hate
us. What people do hate are
rude Americans, but can
you blame them? Respect
and courtesy go a long way
at home and abroad. Be
aware of social customs and
respect them. Throwing up
“deuces” in America may
be cool, but in England, it’s
rude and won’t help you
make any friends. In Irish
pubs, don’t order an “Irish
Car Bomb” to drink or you
will more than likely get
thrown out of the pub. It’s
OK not to know the language of the place you’re
visiting, but it’s always polite to learn a few phrases
such as “yes,” “no,” “hello,”
“thank you” and “Do you
speak English?” Effort is always appreciated no matter
how badly you slaughter the
pronunciation.
■ It’s expensive.
Sorry, but it’s just the
truth, and it can’t be sugarcoated. Study abroad costs
money, and lots of it. At
Harlaxton, most students,
myself included, use the
three-day weekends to
travel. While there are some
flights for seven Euro and
affordable hostels, it all adds
up. Add in transportation,
meals, souvenirs, entertainment and food, and it’s a
pretty penny. Make sure you
apply for scholarships, and
be prepared to let go of any
savings you’ve accumulated. The experiences are
worth it.

young — with the Smith being one of the older members
— and that the season was
productive for both squads.
“We came in this year
with high expectations, and
we put our best foot forward,” he said.
Jenkins also said the level
of competition in the conference is higher than it has
been in the past.
“The Sun Belt is an outstanding conference, and it’s
really getting better every
year,” he said.
With the indoor season
over, the players and staff
can now shift their focus to
the upcoming outdoor season. Jenkins said that Tuesday, the teams would participate in their first practice
since students returned from
spring break.
The teams will see strong

competition during the outdoor season, as their schedule pits them in meets against
teams such as Tennessee and
Louisville.
Assistant Coach Craig
Morehead said the teams
have the same goal as they
did in the indoor season.
“The goal is simple,” he
said. “Try to get up and win
another championship.”
Smith said she also has
goals for herself this season,
such as making the outdoor
national
championships
again and finishing in the top
eight nationally in the long
jump and triple jump.
She said the teams should
be prepared for the upcoming season.
“With all the practice
we’ve had, most of the
work’s been done,” Smith
said.

sandwiched by losses to the
College of Charleston and
Auburn.
But WKU finished the
road trip on a winning note
with a 7-3 win in Oxford,
Miss., against Ole Miss.
Robbins said playing
tough competition early will
prepare the Toppers for Sun
Belt Conference play.
“When it gets down to the
tournament, it looks good on
our schedule,” Robbins said.
“Those guys are good, and
for us to be able to beat those
guys gets us ready for conference play.”
Robbins was one of the
stars of Sunday’s game,
finishing 3-for-5 with three
RBIs.
But a more unlikely
Sunday hero was freshman

pitcher Justin Hageman.
After Hageman pitched
and took the loss Saturday,
Finwood placed him in the
lineup Sunday as his designated hitter.
Hageman went 2-for-3
with a key RBI double in a
five-run fourth inning.
Hageman
said
the
growth done by WKU on
the road trip helped the Toppers when they returned
home.
“Being on the road was
real new for everybody,
especially our freshmen,”
Hageman said. “And we
took care of business on the
road.
“But the best part of
being on the road is being
able to come back and play
here.”

throughout the weekend,
giving up a collective 14
runs in the first two innings
of the three losses.
Sophomore Ciara Garcia
said the early-inning lapses
crippled the team’s chances.
“Both days we struggled
at the beginning, and that’s
what made it harder for us
to keep it going and come
back,” she said. “We fought
and held them after the first
two innings, and that makes
it tough to swallow.”
Walden said timely hitting has become a bit of a
theme as well, but she’s not
dwelling on the shortcomings right now.
“I think we just had our
moments here and there
where something didn’t go
our way, and we could’ve
gotten a big hit, but that will

come,” she said. “I’m not
too worried about it.”
Perry said toppling Michigan was a bright spot and
will show the team what it’s
capable of moving forward.
“It was an exciting
game,” she said. “To come
out and get a win from them
in the way that we did— I
thought we played a really
good game to get that win
— was outstanding.
“It shows our players
that we have the ability to
play with anyone at any
time, and if we show up and
do the things that we teach
every day, then we have
a shot to beat teams like
Michigan.”
The Lady Toppers’ next
game is scheduled for 5
p.m. Wednesday at Tennessee State.

Wish you
were here
This is the fifth in an
occasional series of
columns by two Herald
reporters who are
studying abroad this
semester. They'll write
about their experiences
and provide insight
for students who are
considering studying
abroad.
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Bittersweet tournament ending for Lady Toppers
SUN BELT TIMELINE

BY THE NUMBERS

3

SBC tournament, March 5 to March 8

W

81-66

W

55-47
Quarterfinals
Denver

Consecutive wins for
the Lady Toppers during the Sun Belt tournament, their longest
winning streak of the
season.

W

65-57

12

L

66-59

First round
North Texas

Points per game Janae Howard was averaging when she quit
the team in February
as its leading scorer.

Semifinals
Arkansas
State

Finals
Arkansas-Little
Rock

RYAN STONE/HERALD

There were times
when we didn’t get
along. There were
times we were about
ready to kill each other. But we held each
others’ hand. What
family doesn’t have
problems?"
—ARNIKA BROWN
Senior forward

Junior forward Keisha Mosley cries in the waning seconds of Tuesday's Sun Belt championship game. The
Lady Toppers lost to Arkansas-Little Rock, 66-59.

Bjork: Cowles will coach Lady Toppers next season
WKU Athletics Director Ross Bjork told the Herald
Monday that WKU Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles
will be back next season.
Bjork said the Lady Toppers have "lots of work to
do" after a season that ended with a 15-17 record —
Cowles' first losing record during her tenure.
WKU rebounded from a rough start to the season
with a trip to the finals of the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament last week, where they lost to ArkansasLittle Rock, 66-59.
“I was already thinking about next Monday night
and where we were going to be sitting in Diddle and
waiting for our name to appear on the screen, knowing I’d have to figure out which shoes to go dancing

in," Cowles said after the loss. "Obviously that didn’t
happen.”
Todd Stewart, senior associate athletic director, said Monday that Bjork completes an evaluation of every WKU coach and program when their
seasons are over. He said the review of the Lady
Toppers will evaluate everthing from recruiting to
personnel.
"We're looking at any and every means to improve
on a 15-17 record that was obviously disappointing,"
Stewart said.
WKU has not yet commented on any alterations,
including personnel changes, that might happen inside the program.

5-3
The Lady Toppers’ record after Howard left
on Feb. 14. WKU went
10-14 with Howard on
the roster.

5

Number of seniors
WKU will have next
season, with guard
Vanessa Obafemi, forwards Teranie Thomas,
LaTeira Owens and Keisha Mosley and center
Jasmine Johnson.

■ SPORTS BRIEF
Three WKU golfers finish
in top 10 at invitational
The WKU men’s and women’s golf teams had a combined
three individuals record topten finishes in tournaments last
weekend.
The Toppers finished sixth
overall at the Spring Fling In-

vitational in Howey-In-TheHills, Fla., led by junior Andrew
Heiser.
Heiser led the tournament
after the first round of play and
eventually finished fifth among
individuals. Senior Adam McDonald finished one stroke behind in sixth place.

On the women’s side, sophomore Kristen Wilkinson paced the
Lady Toppers with a second-place
individual finish at the El Diablo
Intercollegiate in Ocala, Fla.
Wilkinson shot a three-round
total of 220, finishing one stroke
behind medalist Harin Lee of St.
John’s.

WKU finished in fourth as a
team.
Both golf programs are in
their first season with full-time
coaches. Ron Burchett was promoted from a part-time head
coach status to lead the Lady
Toppers, while WKU alumnus
Phillip Hatchett was hired last

August as the men’s coach.
The Toppers have two weeks
off before their next competition, while the women head to
Hilton Head Island, S.C., on
Sunday for the Low Country Intercollegiate.
— Herald Staff
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Lady Tops get
signature win
By NICK BRATCHER
sports@chherald.com
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Sophomore pitcher Tanner Perkins pitches against Illinois during Friday’s home game. Perkins pitched a complete game in
WKU’s 3-1 win, and the Toppers went on to take two of the series' three games.

No place like home
Tops enjoy series victory at the Nick after long road trip
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

After nine games away from Nick Denes
Field, WKU was ready to come home.
And a weekend series win over Illinois
made it a happy homecoming for the Toppers.
WKU defeated the Fighting Illini, 13-5,
on Sunday in the rubber game of a threegame set to improve its 2011 record to 9-6,
and its home record to 5-1.
“It felt so good to be back at the Nick,”
junior shortstop Logan Robbins said following Sunday’s game. “Nine days on the road
was good for us. We came together a lot as a
team, but being back home was really good.”
WKU defeated Illinois Friday in the first
game of the series, 3-1, thanks to a dominating performance from sophomore pitcher
Tanner Perkins.
Perkins retired 21 straight batters at one
point and surrendered just one run in a complete-game effort.
Illinois came back Saturday to deliver the
Toppers a 9-5 defeat, their first home loss of
the season.
But after struggling offensively on Friday
and Saturday, the Topper lineup produced 15
hits Sunday and carried WKU to a 13-5 win.
WKU also got solid relief outings in Sunday’s game from senior pitcher Brian Edelen
and junior pitcher Rye Davis.

It felt so good to be
back at the Nick. Nine
days on the road was
good for us. We came
together a lot as a team,
but being back home
was really good."
—LOGAN ROBBINS
Junior shortstop

Edelen gave up one run over three innings
to earn the win, while Davis pitched 2 and
2/3 shutout innings to notch the save.
“That’s a situation where Tanner giving us
a complete game on Friday helped us save
our bullpen for today,” Head Coach Chris
Finwood said Sunday. “We had Rye fresh,
and our bullpen was able to outlast theirs.”
The Illinois series came on the heels of
a nine-game road trip for the Toppers that
spanned almost three weeks.
SEE TRIP, PAGE 8

The Lady Toppers rolled into Louisville this weekend to test themselves against some stiff competition.
WKU (14-8) struggled with the heightened talent
level Saturday, losing to No. 6 Michigan, 7-1, and Louisville, 3-2, in its first day of action at the Louisville
Classic.
The Lady Toppers broke through on Sunday and
notched a 3-2 win against Michigan — handing the
Wolverines their first loss of the season — but failed
to translate that success into their second game against
Louisville and lost, 6-2.
The win against Michigan marked WKU’s first victory against a team with a winning record this season.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said losing to the tougher
teams would benefit WKU in the long run.
“You have to test your team and play the best in
order to see exactly where you are,” she said. “Teams
like this tend to exploit your weaknesses, and I think
it’s good so we know what to work on this week going
into conference play.”
WKU had won 10 of its last 11 games entering the
weekend, but all of them came against opponents with
losing records.
SEE TOPS, PAGE 8

TRACK & FIELD

Smith's national
showing wraps
indoor season
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

Sharika Smith, the lone WKU representative at the
NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships, finished 16th in the long jump and 17th in the triple jump
at nationals last weekend, ending the indoor season and
solidifying her position as a nationally-ranked competitor.
Smith’s performances gained attention this year as
she set several school records and helped the women’s
team to a win in the Sun Belt Conference indoor championships.
“She competed at the highest level, and it paid off
tremendously,” Head Coach Erik Jenkins said.
Smith left for College Station, Texas, the site of the
NCAA championships, last Wednesday and returned to
Bowling Green on Sunday.
Smith’s performances in Texas coincided with her
national rankings. She entered the NCAA championships tied for 16th nationally in the long jump and tied
for 17th in the triple jump.
Smith, however, wasn’t satisfied with the results and
said she had planned to improve in the standings.
This was her third appearance at the national championships.
“I had hoped to do better coming into the week,”
Smith said.
SEE SMITH, PAGE 8

MEN'S BASKETBALL

McDonald: Toppers have to limit distractions
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Ken McDonald accepted many faults
on Monday.
At a press conference to announce
that McDonald will remain in charge of
the men’s basketball program, the coach
spoke at length about distractions created
by him and WKU players during his first
three years.
McDonald, who addressed a crowd in
the Diddle Arena media room with Athletics Director Ross Bjork at his side, apologized for any “personal or professional
decisions" that have served as distractions
since he was hired in 2008.
McDonald said part of starting anew
with Bjork and WKU is taking a long look
in the mirror, which led him to address
parts of his personal life that he has never
before discussed on record.

He talked about dealing with a divorce
over the past two years, as well as trying
to maintain a long-distance relationship
with his 3-year-old daughter, who now
lives in Texas.
“There were times I’d try to talk myself into saying that it would be OK, and
I could handle it,” McDonald said. “You
always try to act tough. It’s not the people
that know you that you worry about. It’s
the people that don’t know me — and understandably so — that are quick to judge
or look at you with a different eye, and
that’s tough.
“You want to be liked and thought of
in a high regard, and it all snowballs once
you start doing bad.”
WKU’s 16-16 record this season didn’t
help matters, nor did issues surrounding
three players on the team.
SEE LIMIT, PAGE 7
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Head Coach Ken McDonald watches as WKU plays against North Texas in the Sun Belt
tournament semifinals. WKU lost the game, 81-62, but McDonald said after the game
that he was proud of the way the Toppers turned around their 2010-11 season.
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